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1, In tho course of a conversation Li. Jol.

o defirite inpression of stability in the Venszuolan Vilitary Junta.

ther was no kal~ of any irme’iate- changes, and he
ieas® four %o six months, L, Col. Jarlos lelmide
Junta, and Lt. Col. larcos Perez Jimenez, I'inister
running things, and it seems to rwle no differ-nce
Ariveri's seat.

2. GConcerning the recent disciplining of Major Tomas i'enloza
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oberto Sasanova, Comandant of the
Lake laracaibo ares, stated that his recent trip to Cariens had left hir with

He said
d1d not exnect any fer at
Thalbawi, Presilent of the
of Iational Defense, are
whizh one sits in the

who was arveshted

and held for questioning in connection -rith a subversive plot aminst the
rovermment, the colonel confirmed endoza’s compliclty in the plot with
Fregldent Lnriq_uez Porez Dupny of the Danco Yenezolanc de Trelito and President

Angel Alame Iborra of the Club Venezuela.

o added, however, that these men

wo'ld stoop to anything to ereate a political situatlon wher~br ther cotld

~a%c a little money, tut that Mendoza was really a
divisionist or rovolutionarr iileoas of his own. It
being reassipned to an woutlying territory.

soun”? goldier with no
is understood that he is

4, Casanovo reveale’ that the militarr is keening itself i-:formed aboub cecret
1abor union nrocedurss by meoans of plaineclothes men who infiltrate important

synlicate meetings.®  He atated that the military
the now directors of the forrer lceion Derocratica
which confirms earlier ronorta.

had practieally nominated
syndientes, a statement

4. The colonel stated that Betanecourt’s recent statenents at Lake Success were
i1at another atterpt on his part to diseredit the present military government

in Venezuela.

o said that fed-ral nrisons have been &' 'rown onen to newspaper

ranorters for inspection, and that he co-sidere? the estimnte of the total
wrber of politieal wrisoners in the country, which the press set at 190, to

e rensonable,

This firure, he said, had been reanche? after reporters of a

newsoaper unsympabhetic to the nresent government ha? male a survey of all
wrisons and should thercfore be accurate or, if anything, an overstatement.
& does not helieve thab any povernmant offielal mows the exaet nurher of

nolitleal nriscners, tut he state’ that he "mew of

tweive in the Lake ‘ar:caibe

area, Tive of whon are considerad danperous and will be held intafinitely,

whereas the other
prisoners are hainf ralease? every 4

seven are at present up for trial.

He added that oolitical
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